
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6984 December 8, 2020 
Corps projects that help to protect our commu-
nities from flooding events, restore our envi-
ronment and ecosystems, and keep our na-
tion’s competitiveness by investing in our ports 
and harbors. 

The projects considered in this legislation 
are truly from Sea to Shining Sea—from the 
Unalaska (Dutch Harbor) Project in Alaska, to 
the Yuba River Ecosystem Restoration in Cali-
fornia, the Matagorda Ship Channel project in 
Texas, to the New York and New Jersey An-
chorages. 

Through biennial enactment of WRDA legis-
lation, the Congress has addressed local, re-
gional, and national needs through authoriza-
tion of new Corps projects, studies, and poli-
cies that benefit every corner of the nation. 
WRDA 2020 is no exception. 

I would particularly like to recognize Chair-
man DEFAZIO for his continued efforts to 
unlock the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund 
and his partnership in ensuring that all ports 
receive the tools they need in the future. 

My region is home to the largest ports in the 
nation, the Port of Los Angeles and the Port 
of Long Beach. These ports handle over 40 
percent of the exports and imports into the 
United States. Los Angeles and Long Beach 
have invested billions of dollars of their own 
money to upgrade their infrastructure for the 
benefit of the entire nation. But the success of 
the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach are 
only as strong as their partnership with the 
federal government. 

As part of this legislation, donor ports like 
the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach will 
benefit from a greater share of the Harbor 
Maintenance Trust Fund. Expanded in-water 
uses that are crucial to the navigation of the 
federal channel are now eligible. Seismic im-
pacts will also be considered as part of the 
benefit-cost ratio for navigation projects. 

I am also proud of the provisions in WRDA 
that look to study water supply as a primary 
purpose of the Corps. We in the West are in 
a continuous fight against drought, and we 
have remarkable Corps reservoirs that were 
built for flood control but can be used more ef-
fectively for local water supply. The Corps is 
adapting to these local needs in the West, and 
this bill will give the Corps more ability and 
focus on addressing long-term water reliability 
of arid communities. 

The bill also includes important assistance 
to socio-economically disadvantaged urban 
and rural areas by requiring the Corps to work 
more directly with local leaders and residents 
on Corps projects and provide positive im-
pacts to these communities. This will build 
long-term resiliency for economic develop-
ment, environmental and health improve-
ments, and clean and safe water resource 
projects. 

Lastly, this bill includes language necessary 
for my district and wildfire prone regions of the 
country to improve efforts by the Corps to re-
move unauthorized, human-made flammable 
equipment and materials from Corps property. 
This year there was an illegal fire on Corps 
property in my district that led to a major wild-
fire evacuating hundreds of residents and 
coming close to damaging property and harm-
ing our community. The language in this bill, 
in addition to efforts to increase Corps fund-
ing, will go a long way to helping the Corps re-
move these fire hazards. 

I would like to thank the many people who 
have helped this bill become a reality: Sub-

committee Vice Chair DEBBIE MUCARSEL-POW-
ELL, for her leadership on WRDA and espe-
cially all things Florida. 

Thank you to the leadership at the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, ASA James, Gen-
eral Spellmon, Retired General Semonite, Al 
Lee and the Senior Executive Service team, 
and Corps Counsel. I would especially like to 
thank Corps Futures Team—David 
Wethington, Laura Powell, and Andrea Busch, 
for their time and partnership in answering our 
questions to the nearly 1,100 submissions we 
received for WRDA 2020. 

I am very fortunate to have some of the 
best water and port leaders in the country in 
my district and Southern California who pro-
vided valuable input for this bill, including Col. 
Julie Balten, Col. Aaron Barta and David Van 
Dorpe of the Los Angeles District, Los Ange-
les County Supervisor Hilda Solis, Los Ange-
les County Public Works Director Mark 
Pestrella, Los Angeles City Mayor Eric 
Garcetti, Los Angeles Port Director Gene 
Seroka, Long Beach Port Director Mario 
Cordero, Metropolitan Water District Board 
Chair Gloria Grey, and San Gabriel Basin 
Watermaster Tony Zampiello. 

Madam Speaker, I would particularly like to 
thank the Subcommittee Ranking Member 
BRUCE WESTERMAN for his friendship and 
collegiality through the hearings, meetings and 
roundtables which led to this bipartisan ac-
complishment. And most importantly, I would 
like to thank the incredible water sub-
committee staff, including Alexa Williams, 
Camille Touton, Navis Bermudez, Ryan 
Seiger, Victor Sarmiento, Jon Pawlow, and Ian 
Bennitt. 

I urge my colleagues to support WRDA 
2020. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of the final ‘‘Water Resources 
Development Act of 2020’’ (S. 1811). Working 
with other members of the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure, I am very 
pleased to reach agreement with the Senate 
on a truly bipartisan bill and the fourth biennial 
Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) to 
be passed by Congress since 2014. 

My Congressional district includes 200 miles 
of the Sacramento River and is adjacent to 
several major ports. WRDA 2020 includes key 
provisions for the California Delta and Central 
Valley to authorize and expedite construction 
of flood protection and aquatic ecosystem res-
toration projects, address harmful algal 
blooms, and give local agencies greater flexi-
bility in using federal Army Corps funds to bet-
ter meet local needs. Under Chairman DEFA-
ZIO’s leadership, the bill finally fixes the Harbor 
Maintenance Trust Fund to ensure that re-
gional dredging and navigation projects are 
fully funded. 

I secured Congressional authorization for 
the Delta Islands and Levees Ecosystem Res-
toration Project, Yuba River Ecosystem Res-
toration Project, and Sacramento Regional 
Groundwater Bank in WRDA 2020. These 
projects provide critical flood protection and 
make local communities across the Central 
Valley more resilient to climate change. 

I also secured deauthorization of the Sac-
ramento Riverbed Gradient Restoration Facil-
ity and Western Pacific Interceptor Canal, re-
turning these former Army Corps projects to 
full local control. 

WRDA 2020 also expedites completion of 
the Army Corps’ feasibility studies needed for 

the San Francisco Bay to Stockton Navigation 
Improvement Project, Lower Cache Creek 
Flood Risk Management Project, and Sutter 
Bypass and Sacramento River Basin Flood-
plain Management Project. I look forward to 
securing Congressional authorization for these 
projects once the Army Corps completes the 
requisite feasibility studies. 

Working with Rep. DORIS O. MATSUI (CA– 
06), I secured inclusion of our ‘‘Yolo Bypass 
System Improvement Act’’ in WRDA 2020 to 
improve coordinated planning for all restora-
tion projects and federal permitting in the Yolo 
Bypass. 

Lastly, I am very pleased that the new Army 
Corps harmful algal bloom program estab-
lished under WRDA 2020 includes the Cali-
fornia Delta as a focus area. This will better 
protect the Delta’s precious ecosystem from 
toxic algal blooms. 

The House report for WRDA 2020 includes 
my amendment directing the Army Corps to 
report to Congress on implementation of the 
Small Business Act across all the Corps’ mis-
sions. This strengthens Congressional over-
sight over the Corps’ contracting process and 
ensures that the Small Business Act is imple-
mented fully in an equitably distributed man-
ner, as intended by Congress. 

I want to extend a special appreciation to 
my colleague Rep. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO 
(CA–32), chairwoman of the Subcommittee on 
Water Resources and Environment, for her 
tireless work in this WRDA for the entire Cali-
fornia delegation. WRDA 2020 ensures that 
Army Corps projects in California requiring 
earthquake-resistance and other seismic safe-
ty costs remain equally competitive for federal 
funding compared to projects in other states. 

I urge all Members of Congress to support 
this bipartisan WRDA 2020, which is expected 
to be signed into law this year. This two-year 
authorization bill provides the federal support 
and certainty needed to keep Army Corps 
projects across California on time and on 
budget. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFA-
ZIO) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, S. 1811, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to provide for im-
provements to the rivers and harbors of 
the United States, to provide for the 
conservation and development of water 
and related resources, and for other 
purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ROUTE 66 CENTENNIAL 
COMMISSION ACT 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 1014) to establish the Route 66 
Centennial Commission, and for other 
purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 1014 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Route 66 
Centennial Commission Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds that— 
(1) Route 66 was the first all-weather high-

way in the United States connecting the 
Midwest to California, and has played a 
major role in the history of the United 
States; 

(2) Route 66 has become a symbol of the 
heritage of travel and the legacy of seeking 
a better life shared by the people of the 
United States, and has been enshrined in the 
popular culture of the United States; and 

(3) the year 2026 will be the centennial an-
niversary of Route 66, and a commission 
should be established to study and rec-
ommend in a report to Congress activities 
that are fitting and proper to celebrate that 
anniversary in a manner that appropriately 
honors the Mother Road of the United 
States. 
SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT. 

There is established a commission to be 
known as the ‘‘Route 66 Centennial Commis-
sion’’ (referred to in this Act as the ‘‘Com-
mission’’). 
SEC. 4. DUTIES. 

The Commission shall— 
(1) study activities that may be carried out 

by the Federal Government to determine 
whether the activities are fitting and proper 
to honor Route 66 on the occasion of the cen-
tennial anniversary of Route 66, including 
activities such as— 

(A) the issuance of commemorative coins, 
medals, certificates of recognition, and post-
age stamps; 

(B) ceremonies and celebrations commemo-
rating specific events; and 

(C) the production, publication, and dis-
tribution of books, pamphlets, films, elec-
tronic publications, and other educational 
materials; and 

(2) recommend to Congress— 
(A) the activities that the Commission 

considers most fitting and proper to honor 
Route 66 on the occasion described in para-
graph (1); and 

(B) 1 or more entities in the Federal Gov-
ernment that the Commission considers 
most appropriate to carry out those activi-
ties. 
SEC. 5. MEMBERSHIP. 

(a) NUMBER AND APPOINTMENT.—The Com-
mission shall be composed of 15 members ap-
pointed as follows: 

(1) 3 members, each of whom shall be an el-
igible individual described in subsection (b), 
appointed by the President based on the rec-
ommendation of the Secretary of Transpor-
tation. 

(2) 1 member, who shall be an eligible indi-
vidual described in subsection (b), appointed 
by the President based on the recommenda-
tion of the Governor of Illinois. 

(3) 1 member, who shall be an eligible indi-
vidual described in subsection (b), appointed 
by the President based on the recommenda-
tion of the Governor of Missouri. 

(4) 1 member, who shall be an eligible indi-
vidual described in subsection (b), appointed 
by the President based on the recommenda-
tion of the Governor of Kansas. 

(5) 1 member, who shall be an eligible indi-
vidual described in subsection (b), appointed 
by the President based on the recommenda-
tion of the Governor of Oklahoma. 

(6) 1 member, who shall be an eligible indi-
vidual described in subsection (b), appointed 
by the President based on the recommenda-
tion of the Governor of Texas. 

(7) 1 member, who shall be an eligible indi-
vidual described in subsection (b), appointed 
by the President based on the recommenda-
tion of the Governor of New Mexico. 

(8) 1 member, who shall be an eligible indi-
vidual described in subsection (b), appointed 
by the President based on the recommenda-
tion of the Governor of Arizona. 

(9) 1 member, who shall be an eligible indi-
vidual described in subsection (b), appointed 
by the President based on the recommenda-
tion of the Governor of California. 

(10) 1 member, who shall be an eligible in-
dividual described in subsection (b), ap-
pointed by the President based on the rec-
ommendation of the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. 

(11) 1 member, who shall be an eligible in-
dividual described in subsection (b), ap-
pointed by the President based on the rec-
ommendation of the Minority Leader of the 
House of Representatives. 

(12) 1 member, who shall be an eligible in-
dividual described in subsection (b), ap-
pointed by the President based on the rec-
ommendation of the Majority Leader of the 
Senate. 

(13) 1 member, who shall be an eligible in-
dividual described in subsection (b), ap-
pointed by the President based on the rec-
ommendation of the Minority Leader of the 
Senate. 

(b) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL.—An eligible indi-
vidual referred to in subsection (a) is an indi-
vidual with— 

(1) a demonstrated dedication to educating 
others about the importance of historical 
figures and events; and 

(2) substantial knowledge and appreciation 
of Route 66. 

(c) TIME OF APPOINTMENT.—Each initial ap-
pointment of a member of the Commission 
shall be made before the expiration of the 
120-day period beginning on the date of en-
actment of this Act. 

(d) TERMS.—Each member shall be ap-
pointed for the life of the Commission. 

(e) VACANCIES.—A vacancy in the Commis-
sion shall not affect the powers of the Com-
mission but shall be filled in the manner in 
which the original appointment was made. 

(f) BASIC PAY.—Members shall serve on the 
Commission without pay. 

(g) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—Each member shall 
receive travel expenses, including per diem 
in lieu of subsistence, in accordance with 
sections 5702 and 5703 of title 5, United States 
Code. 

(h) QUORUM.—7 members of the Commis-
sion shall constitute a quorum, but a lesser 
number may hold hearings. 

(i) CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR.—The Commis-
sion shall select a Chair and Vice Chair from 
among the members of the Commission. 

(j) MEETINGS.—The Commission shall meet 
at the call of the Chair. 
SEC. 6. DIRECTOR AND STAFF. 

(a) DIRECTOR.—The Commission may ap-
point and fix the pay of a Director and such 
additional personnel as the Commission con-
siders to be appropriate. 

(b) APPLICABILITY OF CERTAIN CIVIL SERV-
ICE LAWS.— 

(1) DIRECTOR.—The Director of the Com-
mission shall— 

(A) be appointed without regard to the pro-
visions of title 5, United States Code, gov-
erning appointments in the competitive 
service; and 

(B) be paid without regard to the provi-
sions of chapter 51 and subchapter III of 
chapter 53 of title 5, United States Code, re-
lating to classification and General Schedule 
pay rates, except that the rate of pay for the 
Director may not exceed the rate payable for 
level IV of the Executive Schedule under sec-
tion 5315 of that title. 

(2) STAFF.—The staff of the Commission 
shall— 

(A) be appointed without regard to the pro-
visions of title 5, United States Code, gov-

erning appointments in the competitive 
service; and 

(B) be paid without regard to the provi-
sions of chapter 51 and subchapter III of 
chapter 53 of title 5, United States Code, re-
lating to classification and General Schedule 
pay rates. 

(c) SOURCE OF COMPENSATION.—In accord-
ance with section 10— 

(1) no Federal funds may be expended to 
compensate a Director or staff member of 
the Commission under this section; and 

(2) any compensation paid to a Director or 
any staff of the Commission appointed under 
this section shall be derived solely from do-
nated funds. 
SEC. 7. POWERS. 

(a) HEARINGS AND SESSIONS.—The Commis-
sion may hold such hearings, sit and act at 
such times and places, take such testimony, 
and receive such evidence as the Commission 
considers to be appropriate to carry out this 
Act. 

(b) POWERS OF MEMBERS AND AGENTS.—Any 
member or agent of the Commission may, if 
authorized by the Commission, take any ac-
tion that the Commission is authorized to 
take under this Act. 

(c) MAILS.—The Commission may use the 
United States mails in the same manner and 
under the same conditions as other Federal 
departments and agencies. 

(d) ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT SERVICES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—On the request of the 

Commission, the Administrator of General 
Services shall provide to the Commission, on 
a reimbursable basis, the administrative sup-
port services necessary for the Commission 
to carry out this Act. 

(2) DETAILEES.— 
(A) FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—At the request of the Com-

mission, the head of any Federal agency or 
department may detail to the Commission, 
on a reimbursable or nonreimbursable basis, 
any employee of the agency or department. 

(ii) CIVIL SERVICE STATUS.—The detail of an 
employee under clause (i) shall be without 
interruption or loss of civil service status or 
privilege. 

(iii) NO ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION.—A Fed-
eral employee who is detailed to the Com-
mission under this subparagraph may not re-
ceive any additional pay, allowances, bene-
fits, or other compensation by reason of the 
detail of the employee to the Commission or 
any services performed by the employee for 
the Commission. 

(B) STATE EMPLOYEES.—The Commission 
may— 

(i) accept the services of personnel detailed 
from a State; and 

(ii) reimburse the State for the services of 
the detailed personnel. 

(e) VOLUNTEER AND UNCOMPENSATED SERV-
ICES.—Notwithstanding section 1342 of title 
31, United States Code, the Commission may 
accept and use such voluntary and uncom-
pensated services as the Commission deter-
mines to be necessary. 

(f) GIFTS.—The Commission may accept, 
use, and dispose of gifts, grants, bequests, or 
devises of money, services, or property from 
any public or private source for the purpose 
of covering the costs incurred by the Com-
mission in carrying out this Act. 
SEC. 8. REPORTS. 

(a) INTERIM REPORTS.—The Commission 
may submit to Congress such interim reports 
as the Commission considers to be appro-
priate. 

(b) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date on which all members of the 
Commission are appointed, the Commission 
shall submit to Congress a final report con-
taining— 

(1) a detailed statement of the findings and 
conclusions of the Commission; 
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(2) the recommendations of the Commis-

sion; and 
(3) any other information that the Com-

mission considers to be appropriate. 
SEC. 9. TERMINATION. 

The Commission shall terminate on De-
cember 31, 2026. 
SEC. 10. EXPENDITURES OF COMMISSION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—All expenditures of the 
Commission, including any reimbursement 
required under this Act, shall be made solely 
from donated funds. 

(b) NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS AUTHORIZED.—No 
additional funds are authorized to be appro-
priated to carry out this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. DEFAZIO) and the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Oregon. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on S. 1014. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
S. 1014. The bill establishes the Route 
66 Centennial Commission, with the 
charge of developing and planning a 
celebration for 2026 for the 100th anni-
versary of America’s ‘‘Mother Road.’’ 

Route 66 was established November 
11, 1926. It was a 2,448-mile-long high-
way that originally ran from Chicago, 
Illinois, to Los Angeles, California, and 
passed between numerous States in be-
tween. 

This historic route has been tra-
versed by Americans through the years 
for many reasons, from hundreds of 
thousands of migrants escaping the 
Dust Bowl in the 1930s to more recent 
road-trippers following in the footsteps 
of Jack Kerouac. 

A precursor to the interstate system, 
Route 66, was created out of the need 
for greater connectivity after the rise 
in automobile ownership. Disparate 
segments of roads and paths were 
woven into a cohesive highway that of-
fered unparalleled ease of mobility. 

While Route 66 became largely obso-
lete after the completion of the inter-
state system, it holds a unique place in 
our Nation’s surface transportation 
history. The story of Route 66 serves as 
an important reminder of why an inter-
connected transportation system is 
vital and why we must not devolve to a 
piecemeal approach to surface trans-
portation, as some have advocated—the 
first surface transportation advisor to 
President Trump most notably among 
them—saying we should go back to the 
good old days when this was done by 
all the States individually, even if the 
roads didn’t sometimes connect or 
meet national needs. 

For years, I carried around a poster 
of the interstate. It was a turnpike at 

the time between Kansas and Okla-
homa. Kansas built their section. 

It is an aerial photograph from Life 
magazine, and if you look down, you 
would say: Boy, that is really odd look-
ing. There is this big ribbon of con-
crete, four lanes, two on each side, and 
then there are all these kinds of angu-
lar black lines. 

Then you go: What is that? 
Well, that is the Oklahoma State 

line, and that is Amos Schweitzer’s 
farm field. 

Until we had the Eisenhower plan 
and until we had a national highway 
program, until we had a user fee, the 
State of Oklahoma said: We can’t af-
ford to do our section, even though we 
said we would do it. 

It was completed a number of years 
later with a Federal share from the Ei-
senhower plan. 

This kind of connectivity is critical. 
I have had some environmentalists say: 
Why do you want to rebuild the high-
way system with climate change? 

Well, we are going to rebuild it in a 
resilient way. We are going to build it 
with new materials and more climate 
friendly, and we are going to electrify 
it. 

We cannot possibly move the amount 
of freight necessary in this country to 
feed the American people and serve 
myriad other needs with our rail sys-
tem. It just could not meet that task. 

We have to rebuild the 47,000 bridges 
that are in need of replacement or sig-
nificant structural repair. We have to 
repair the sections of 40 percent of the 
national highway systems that are de-
teriorated to the point where you have 
to rebuild it, not just resurface it. And 
we have to invest in the $100 billion 
backlog in our transit systems. 

Hopefully, under President Biden, we 
will have no more fake Infrastructure 
Weeks, and we will move forward with 
an actual, real Infrastructure Week 
with investment and spending. 

Madam Speaker, this bill is a re-
minder of the past and the need for 
interconnection to serve the American 
people, which we are going to need 
again in the future. 

I support S. 1014 and urge my col-
leagues to join me in passing this legis-
lation, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. 
Madam Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I thank Chairman 
DEFAZIO and Ranking Member GRAVES 
for allowing this bill to come to the 
floor today. 

I also want to give a heartfelt thanks 
to my colleague from the great State 
of California, GRACE NAPOLITANO. 
GRACE and I cosponsored together H.R. 
66, which is the House companion bill 
to this legislation. 

I also want to thank, since we are 
taking up the Senate bill, the Senate 
version of this bill, I really want to 
thank my colleague from my home 
State of Illinois, Senator TAMMY 
DUCKWORTH, for her work in making 

sure that this bicameral, bipartisan 
compromise comes to the floor today. 

I am proud to have Route 66 run 
through the middle of my district, and 
I do believe that it is important to cel-
ebrate its history. 

In 1926, Route 66 became the Nation’s 
first all-paved highway under the U.S. 
Highway System. As Chairman DEFA-
ZIO stated earlier, it connects Chicago, 
Illinois, to Santa Monica, California. 

Early on, the road was used by thou-
sands of Americans seeking escape 
from the Dust Bowl, and it provided 
critical employment opportunities for 
road crews paving the road during the 
Great Depression. 

During World War II, the highway 
transported troops, equipment, and 
supplies to military bases across our 
country and was used after the war by 
thousands of troops who were gladly 
returning home to see their families. 

By the 1950s, Route 66 began to see a 
rise in tourism and really became the 
true symbol of American freedom and 
independence that we all know today. 

In April of 2017, I went on an ex-
tended tour of Illinois’ stretch of the 
highway with my colleague and good 
friend, Congressman DARIN LAHOOD, 
and also my good friend and former dis-
trict director, who is now a State legis-
lator, Representative Tim Butler, and 
other local leaders. We had the oppor-
tunity to see the impact that the 
‘‘Mother Road’’ brings to our home 
State of Illinois. 

b 1445 

It supports many jobs, key economic 
activity in small towns, and it helps 
generate the important local sales tax 
revenue to our communities that line 
Route 66. 

If you want to come to that stretch 
of Illinois, travelers along Route 66 can 
see a giant pink elephant. That is 
right, Madam Speaker, a giant pink 
elephant right outside the Pink Ele-
phant Antique Mall in Livingston, Illi-
nois, right at the southwestern part of 
the 13th District of Illinois. 

They can go see a movie at the 
Wildey Theater in Edwardsville, Illi-
nois, in my district that originally 
opened in 1909. 

They can stop for an all-day break-
fast at Jungle Jim’s Cafe, a quintessen-
tial roadside diner in Springfield. They 
have great pancakes, too. Don’t eat too 
many of them. The omelets are great. 
It is a wonderful place to stop. 

These are just a few of the thousands 
of local businesses along Route 66 
whose livelihood depends on the his-
toric highway. You don’t even have to 
be in a car to ride along Route 66. The 
Illinois Route 66 Trail is a system of 
off-road paths for bikes, hikers, or any-
one else looking to see the Mother 
Road in a different way. 

The centennial of Route 66 will be an 
international celebration, and the 
State of Illinois will be ready to wel-
come travelers from around the world 
who want to experience the history and 
magic of this scenic byway. 
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For this reason, one of the important 

aspects of this bill is its creation of a 
commission to recommend activities to 
honor the 100th anniversary of Route 66 
in the year 2026. 

Additionally, the bill directs the U.S. 
Department of Transportation to work 
with certain governors to develop a 
plan to preserve the first all-paved U.S. 
highway connecting the Midwest to the 
West Coast in California. It is impor-
tant to retain the legacy of this great 
road. 

Throughout its history, Route 66 has 
been more than just a way to get from 
point A to point B. It has evolved in a 
symbol of American independence and 
prosperity. 

I am proud to help continue the leg-
acy of Route 66. H.R. 66 passed the 
House last year by a voice vote, and I 
urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on S. 
1014. 

I don’t believe that I have anybody 
else here to speak on this bill, unless I 
surprise any of my colleagues by yield-
ing them time. So, Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, al-
though I do want to visit the Pink Ele-
phant Antique Mall, I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFA-
ZIO) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, S. 1014. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ORRIN G. HATCH UNITED STATES 
COURTHOUSE 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 4902) to designate the United 
States courthouse located at 351 South 
West Temple in Salt Lake City, Utah, 
as the ‘‘Orrin G. Hatch United States 
Courthouse’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 4902 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ORRIN G. HATCH UNITED STATES 

COURTHOUSE. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The United States court-

house located at 351 South West Temple in 
Salt Lake City, Utah, shall be known and 
designated as the ‘‘Orrin G. Hatch United 
States Courthouse’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the United 
States courthouse referred to in subsection 
(a) shall be deemed to be a reference to the 
‘‘Orrin G. Hatch United States Courthouse’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. DEFAZIO) and the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. KATKO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Oregon. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on S. 4902. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
S. 4902, a bill introduced by Senator 
LEE to designate the United States 
Courthouse located at 351 South West 
Temple in Salt Lake City, Utah, as the 
Orrin G. Hatch United States Court-
house. 

Orrin Hatch was born and raised in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He received 
his law degree from the University of 
Pittsburgh and worked as an attorney 
in Pittsburgh until he moved to Utah 
in 1969, where he continued to practice 
law. 

In 1976, he was elected to the United 
States Senate for his first run for pub-
lic office. Senator Hatch is the longest- 
serving Republican U.S. Senator in his-
tory and the longest-serving U.S. Sen-
ator from Utah. 

Senator Hatch is one of the only Sen-
ators to have served as chairman of 
three Senate committees: Health, Edu-
cation, Labor and Pensions from 1981 
to 1987; the Judiciary Committee from 
1995 to 2001 and from 2003 to 2005; and 
the Finance Committee from 2015 to 
2019. In total, Senator Hatch spent 32 of 
his 42 years in the Senate as either 
chairman or ranking member of a 
major committee. 

In 2015, Senator Hatch was sworn in 
as President pro tempore of the Senate, 
a position he held until his retirement 
in 2019. 

Senator Hatch credits his family as 
the key to his success. He and his wife, 
Elaine, have been married for over 60 
years. They are the proud parents of 6 
children and 23 grandchildren. 

I support this legislation honoring 
the accomplishments and service of 
Senator Hatch and I would ask my col-
leagues to do the same. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. KATKO. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

S. 4902 would designate the U.S. 
courthouse in Salt Lake City, Utah, as 
the Orrin G. Hatch United States 
Courthouse. 

Senator Hatch served the citizens of 
Utah and our Nation for many years. 
First elected to the U.S. Senate in 1976, 
Senator Hatch served in the other body 
for 42 years during seven different 
Presidential administrations. 

Prior to his retirement, Senator 
Hatch served as President pro tempore 
and was third in line for Presidential 
succession from 2015 to 2019. 

Senator Hatch has a longstanding 
record of bipartisanship, having co-

sponsored or sponsored more than 750 
bills that became law. 

His leadership as chairman of three 
major Senate committees helped pave 
the way for critical financial, judicial, 
and health legislation. 

I think it is fitting to honor the dedi-
cation and service of Senator Hatch by 
naming this courthouse after him. I 
say that as a Federal prosecutor of 20 
years. 

Madam Speaker, I urge support of 
this legislation, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Utah (Mr. MCADAMS). 

Mr. MCADAMS. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in support of S. 4902, which 
is legislation renaming Utah’s Federal 
courthouse in honor of Senator Orrin 
G. Hatch. 

Madam Speaker, I met Senator 
Hatch many years ago and have 
worked with him since my time in the 
Utah State Senate and subsequently as 
the mayor of Salt Lake County. I have 
always admired the service he provided 
for his constituents and colleagues in 
the Senate alike. 

Senator Hatch’s accomplishments on 
behalf of Utah and our country are a 
remarkable reminder of the bipartisan-
ship we need to return to. 

Senator Hatch worked with his long-
time friend, Senator Ted Kennedy, to 
pass the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program, or CHIP. He also worked 
across the aisle to pass the Radiation 
Exposure Compensation Act, which 
compensated Utahans who suffered ra-
diation exposure because of their prox-
imity to the Nevada Nuclear Test Site. 

Madam Speaker, Senator Hatch has 
been an exemplary public figure. For 
over 40 years, Senator Hatch showed 
what it is like to work with folks from 
all walks of life and all ends of the po-
litical spectrum. He respected a dif-
ference of opinion. He welcomed a 
healthy debate, and he knew that at 
the end of the day we are all trying to 
make our State and our country a bet-
ter place. 

Senator Hatch cared deeply about 
the rule of law and the integrity of the 
courts. Putting his name on the Fed-
eral courthouse in Utah is a well-de-
served and hard-earned honor marking 
his many contributions to the judici-
ary, to his State, and to our country. 

Madam Speaker, I urge passage of 
this bill. 

Mr. KATKO. Madam Speaker, I yield 
5 minutes to the gentleman from Utah 
(Mr. STEWART). 

Mr. STEWART. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding. 

I rise in support of this bill to re-
name the new Federal courthouse in 
Utah after my good friend, Senator 
Orrin G. Hatch. He is my friend. He 
was, in many ways, my mentor. He has 
been a friend of my family. 

At the risk of repeating some infor-
mation that has already been said, I 
think it is worth just highlighting 
some of his really incredible and nota-
ble achievements. 
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